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The Store Today



Why (Joel) Carpenter & Hawkins?
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Kevin Hanson > Charles Hanson > Ruth Carpenter Hanson > 

Jesse Lorenzo Carpenter > Joel Varney Carpenter

• Joel V. Carpenter  August 1845 – March 1907

• Grew up in Big Hollow (Starksboro) on the Huntington side

• Served Vermont the War of the Rebellion   Sept 1864 – June 1865

o Was with the Vermonters in Richmond Va. April 5, 1865, 2 days after Richmond fell

o Was pensioned

• Listed as a framer in 1870 & 1880 Census

• Purchased General Store from Frank N. Hill - January 1887

• Appointed Postmaster (Starksborough) Feb 1888 (wife Olive appointed August 1888)

• Sold General Store to Fred Baldwin March 1889

• Carried mail on the Stage Route between Bristol & Starksboro (1889-1993)

• Listed as a farmer on 1900 Census

• Purchased sawmill and butter tub equipment including water rights from the O. D. 

Baldwin Estate - May 1904
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Transition to Carpenter and Hawkins
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Transition to Carpenter and Hawkins

From the History of Addison County, pg. 637:

C. W. Atwood keeps a general store, where he has been 

located since 1868, the building being a short time 

previous vacated by F. N. Hill.

F. N. Hill began business in his present location in 

February 1869, having previously occupied the building 

across the way about eighteen months.



Store Location on the Beers 1871 Map  
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Frank N. Hill bought out

 Rollin M.  Livermore in 1873

 and became sole proprietor



Transition to Carpenter and Hawkins
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Frank N Hill sold to Joel Carpenter January 1887

…being known as his store property consisting of store, house, barns, 

and other outbuildings associated therewith and has and does hereby 

agree to purchase the stock in trade of the said Hill or such portion 

thereof as may be agreed upon by said parties subject to the following 

conditions.  It is hereby agreed by said parties that the price of all 

groceries, rubber goods, paints & oils, crockery, boots and shoes, except 

such as are out of style or are aged, and all of said stock of goods except 

such remnants and odds and ends as are not saleable shall be the cost 

price of the same as said store….



Transition to Carpenter and Hawkins

CARPENTER & HAWKINS  GENERAL MERCHANDISE

F. N. Hill also signed a non-compete agreement

… will not engage in the mercantile business in said town 

either directly or indirectly during the time said Carpenter 

may be engaged in such business. That I will not build or 

keep a store in said town directly or indirectly and I will not 

during the aforesaid term sell such good wares or 

commodities … except the traffic in wool and hides at 

wholesale…



Situated on the East side of Main Street,  

Starksboro Village Vt.
• 1 ½ story wood frame shingle roof building occupied as a 

country store and dwelling 

• Framed store house at rear of said store and dwelling. 

• Wood frame building south of store and dwelling used as 

wagon & woodshed

• Cow barn in rear of store and dwelling. 

• Store furniture and fixtures while contained in said store
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Store Description - Insurance Underwriting



Store Location on the Beers 1871 Map  
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Likely 

Stone Wall

Location

Possibly 

framed 

storehouse 

or retained 

by F. N. Hill?



Stock of merchandise consisting principally of 

• Groceries and provisions 

• Dry goods (which has a wide definition)

• Clothing, hats, caps, boots & shoes 

• Other goods as are usually kept for sale in Country stores. 

• Sale of gun powder in metal cans

• Saltpeter for retail trade 

• Kerosene Oil permitted for sale & lights.  
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Store Description - Insurance Underwriting
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From the Burlington Free Press, February 04, 1887:

…Joel V. Carpenter has an auction February 15th when he will sell 

his stock of farming tools and sugar utensils, and will then take 

possession of his store property in the village…

Transition to Carpenter and Hawkins



Transition of Inventory
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By March 9th 

Carpenter & Hawkins 

were operating the store

Dodge & Bellows (formerly Dodge & Gove)

    Lincoln, VT

         English Pain Annihilator

         Asthma Cure

         Cough Remedy 

         Cologne

Inventory adjusted March 9th – F. N. Hill had 

sold 2 bottles of English Pain Annihilator
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Letter/Statement Head



Retail & Wholesale Activity
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There were over 100 different wholesale 

accounts for the variety of items sold

Including consignment merchants to convert 

farm products such as butter, (maple) sugar, 

eggs, poultry to cash.

Some of the cash form consignments paid off 

store credit with the rest being paid out in cash



Items Sold - Groceries and Provisions
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• Graves, Page & Co - Wholesale Grocers

Troy, New York

Japan Tea

• Pope, Berry & Hall

Burlington, Vermont

Tea



Items Sold - Groceries and Provisions
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• O. J. Walker & Brother - Wholesale Grocers

Burlington, Vermont

Pails, Nails, Butter Color, Codfish

• E. D. Keyes & Co – Wholesale Grocers

Rutland, Vermont

Soda (baking?)



Items Sold - Groceries and Provisions
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• OJ. O’Conner & Company - Bakers

Middlebury, Vermont

Crackers

• S. Beach – Plain and Fancy Baker

Rutland, Vermont

Cookies



Items Sold - Groceries and Provisions
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• Van Sicklen & Spaulding - Wholesale Grocers

Burlington, Vermont

Codfish, Salt, Pails

• H. P Palmer - Beaver Glen Cheese Factory

         New Haven, Vermont

                 Cheese 
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Items Sold - Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots & Shoes 

• D. A. Brodie - Wholesale Boots, Shoes, Rubbers

Burlington, Vermont

Shoes

• A. J. Stearns – Wholesale Boots, Shoes, Rubbers

Boston, Massachusetts

Shoes
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Items Sold - Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots & Shoes 

• E. G. Moore & Co. - Wholesale Boots, Shoes, Rubbers

Plattsburg, New York

Shoes

• Hutchinson, Littlefield & Hoag – Wholesale Boots, 

Shoes, Rubbers

Boston, Massachusetts

Children’s Shoes
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Items Sold - Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots & Shoes 

• Ives & Bonar – Hats, Caps, Umbrellas, Parasols

New York, New York

Hats

• Wooster & Stoddard –  Overalls and Pants

Walden, New York

Pants
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Items Sold - Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots & Shoes 

• Percy & Wheeler – Ready-Made Clothing

Burlington, Vermont

Pants

• J. M. Mc Donnell – Boots, Shoes, Rubbers

         Troy, New York

                 Statement of Account
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Items Sold - Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots & Shoes 

• Lyman & Allen – Dry Goods

Burlington, Vermont

Cloth

• Willard Manufacturing Co. –  Overalls

Walden, New York

Pants
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Items Sold - Household

• Elias Lyman. – Coal, Plaster

Burlington, Vermont

Plaster

• Norcross, Mellen & Co. – Wholesale Housewares

Boston, Massachusetts

Wallpaper
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Items Sold - Household

• Ripley & Holton - Hardware

Burlington, Vermont

Roofing Paper

• W. M. Whitney –  Dry goods

Albany, New York

Gloves
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Items Sold - Household

• E. S. & S. D. Farr. -  Hardware

Bristol, Vermont

Steel/Iron

• George I. Hagar – Hardware & Paints

Burlington, Vermont

Wire Nails
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Items Sold - Household

• J. N. Norton - Hardware

Richmond, Vermont

Sugar buckets, no cans, will take sugar in trade

• H. W. Johns Manufacturing Co. –  Hardware

New York, New York

Paint
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Items Sold - Household

• Edw’d Norton Co. - Housewares

Bennington, Vermont

Plates, Chambers, Chimneys

• McElroy, Barrett & Co. – Hardware & Pelts

Burlington, Vermont

10 qt & 6 qt pans
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Items Sold - Tobacco

• Arbuckle & Company -  Tobacco

Burlington, Vermont

Tobacco

• Reed & Taylor

        Burlington, Vermont

                 Cigars (for Mrs. L. E. James)
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Items Sold - Medicinal

• Wells & Richardson – Wholesale Druggists

Burlington, Vermont

Vaseline, Kendall's

• Dr. G. S. Green & Co – Proprietor

Enosburg Falls, Vermont

Blood Purifier and Nerve Tonic
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Items Sold - Medicinal

• Higgins, Greene & Hyde. - Wholesale Druggists

Rutland, Vermont

Castor Oil, Quinine Pills, Neatsfoot Oil

• Henry, Johnson & Lord -  Elixirs, Bitters, Liniment

         Burlington, Vermont

                Extract Jamica Ginger



Items Sold - Farming 
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• Gould & Burditt – Corn, Mill Feed and Flour

Rutland, Vermont

Feed

• Chas. G. Allen & Co – Yankee Horse Rakes

Barre, Massachusetts

Rake



Items Sold - Farming 
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• Albert G. Peirce -  Agricultural Implements & Machines

Burlington, Vermont

Wire and Staples

• O. L. Oxford –  Axes and Scythes

East Highgate, Vermont

Axes



Items Sold - Farming 
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• Essex Horse Nail Co. – Horseshoe Nails

Essex, New York

Horseshoe Nails

• Mascoma Edge Tool Co. –  Scythes

Lebanon, New Hampshire

Rakes



Items Sold - Farming 
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• J.S. & M. Peckham – Hardware

         Utica, New York

               Plows, Cultivators

• J. M. Warren & Co. -  Hardware

          Troy, New York

             Horseshoes



Items Sold - Farming 
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• Albert G. Strong – Hardware

         Burlington, Vermont

               Horseshoes, Nuts

• Glidden & Curtis -  Soluble Pacific Guano

          Newport, Vermont

             Fertilizer
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Items Sold – School Supplies for Town

• Leach, Shewell & Sanborn – Publishers

          Boston, Massachusetts

             Town School Supplies

• D. Appleton & Co. – Publishers

          Boston, Massachusetts

              Town School Supplies 

• Clark & Maynard - Publishers

          New York, New York

              Town School Supplies (books)
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Other Activity………

Acquiring property from an estate – 

the late Bertha Smith of Monkton 

from Carlos Smith and a second note 

(on Carpenter & Hawkins 

letterhead) from Harry Walston 



Transportation - Stage
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“…I have had all of F N Hill’s express to 

bring & would like yours will bring it -

for just the same as I have F N Hills if you 

will let me have it.  Please write Mr. 

Palmer at New Haven Depot & tell him to 

not let anyone have any of your ex 

except Commercial Houses stage 

driver….”   RF Hatch



Transportation - Rail
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Goods were sent and 

received at 

New Haven Junction

Before the Bristol Spur from 

the Junction



Transportation - Lake
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Goods from New York came 

across the lake by Champlain 

Transportation Company 



Cash Transactions
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The store Bank was 

National Bank of 

Vergennes



Cash Transactions
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Receipts for 

payment



Barter - Butter
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Carpenter and Hawkins brokered 

butter from local farmers and 

shipped to Boston

Who and the weight of butter tubs 

were logged in a “Butter Book”

Butter was bought by Commission 

Dealers in Boston and paid based on 

quality of butter as received



Barter - Butter
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Commission Dealers  

would advise on 

market demand and 

quality of butter to the 

Store

Occasionally would say 

they want more good 

butter by a person, or 

don’t send anymore 

butter from a person



Barter - Butter
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Consignment Shipment from Carpenter 

& Hawkins Butter Book
Prices paid by

 J. W. Tuttle in Boston

Not sure who covered the risk in 

consignments.  



Barter - Butter
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Several Consignment Brokers were used:

• J. W. Tuttle & Sons, Boston

• Burr & Tyler, Boston became Wheat,   

Bridge & Burr, Boston

• Adams, Chapman & Co,  Boston

• Putman & Bliss, Lowell
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Barter – (Maple) Sugar
Letter on March 16, 1887, to

Reed & Patrick, Hinesburg, VT

…We have concluded to take your goods to sell on 

commission provided you will take sugar at the 

going price in payment.  We will probably have to 

take sugar…..

…We will probably need 1000 to 1500 of the 

spouts.  We will need the goods right off as 

sugaring is close at hand probably.  We will not 

need a large quantity of buckets or syrup cans 

now, but 50 & 25 # sugar cans mostly and the 

spouts…
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Barter – (Maple) Sugar

March 28th:

…What you said about 

taking ½ pay in good sugar 

is all right…
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Barter – (Maple) Sugar

May 14th:

Tuttle & Sons, Boston

“… if it is light color will 

bring 6 ½¢ per lb. …”
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Barter - Eggs

“The 4 cases Eggs you shipped to 

us came in on Tuesday PM and 

such a broken stinking lot you 

could hardly imagine we could not get 

the Eggs out of the cases they were so broken and 

had wet the strawboards fillings so badly and stuck 

together so closely we could not get half of these out 

and we ship the cases back to you so you may see 

the condition of these we got about 40 doz of Eggs 

out that we sold what we did not throw away we send 

back to you these Eggs must  have been standing 

somewhere a long time we regret to make this report 

but it is the facts…”
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Barter - Eggs

Eggs went to A. H. Bristol in 

Vergennes in September

“… The eggs came from New Haven 

Friday and we have lighted them 

today.  Found a little over 2 doz. 

poor.  Pleased keep the quality as 

good as you can…”
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Barter - Poultry

“… The outlook is good for large turkeys' 

thanksgiving week but keep your prices low as 

possible it will be safe for you to pay 14 cents up 

there for large birds that will average 10 to 12 lb. 

and small turkeys you ought to buy from 11 to 12 

cents up there don’t pay these prices unless you 

can buy fat turkeys…”



Payables and Receivables
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• Suppliers carried significant 

amounts of credit for the store.  

• The store carried significant amount 

of credit for customers.  

• Sometimes outstanding for several 

months

• Receivables as well as payables  

were sometimes as much at $1400 

for each.Receivables



Payables and Receivables
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Notes to allow someone to charge to an account



Notice in Bristol Herald – April 19, 1888

And corresponding invoice
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Exit of Carpenter and Hawkins
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Exit of Carpenter and Hawkins

Follow up…..
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The Transition

• April 4, 1888 - Carpenter & Hawkins dissolved

• June 18, 1888 - Last (wholesale) invoice activity 

by Carpenter & Hawkins

• Sept 18, 1888 – J.V. Carpenter renews insurance 

policy

• July 5, 1888 - First invoice addressed to 

Hawkins & Baldwin

• March 20, 1889 - Store sold to Fred Baldwin

Exit of Carpenter and Hawkins



Joel Carpenter sold the 

property to Fred Baldwin 

March 1889.  

The store became known 

as Hawkins and Baldwin
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Exit of Carpenter and Hawkins
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• Carpenter & Hawkins – 1887-1888

• Hawkins & Baldwin – 1889 – 1891?

• F. A. Baldwin – 1891? - 1897

From the Bristol Herald, November 11, 1897:

…F A Baldwin has sold his stock of goods and leased the store to James 

McDonough.”

Exit of Carpenter and Hawkins
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• Eugene William Jerome Hawkins was born July 28, 

1851, in Starksboro

• Worked in a dry goods store in Rutland 1868 - 1870

• Returner to Starksboro and read law with his father 

A. M. Hawkins 

• Admitted to the bar in 1873

• Associated with father and practiced law until 1878 in 

Starksboro 

• Vermont Legislature Clerk  1878 1886 and 1892

• Addison Country States Attorney 1882 – 1886

The Common Thread – E.W. J. Hawkins
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• Moved to Burlington 1891

• Appointed Judge of the Burlington City Court 1900 - 

1904

• Passed away June 3, 1924, of Enlarged Heart/Brights 

Disease

The Common Thread – E.W. J. Hawkins



Joel Carpenter carried mail on the Stage Route between 

Bristol & Starksboro for several years after owning the store

In 1904 he purchased from the estate of Oscar D. Baldwin his 

sawmill and butter tub operation including the equipment.  

The purchase included water rights.  Went into business with 

his son, Jesse Carpenter and son-in-law, Walter Baldwin
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Later years



Thanks for the opportunity to share this story
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